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Three years ago, aliens invaded the Earth. They took with them
everyone between the ages of sixteen and sixty-five, leaving only
those they felt were useless. Sam and Wyatt are twins set on
surviving and figuring out where their parents have been taken.
Sam sneaks around to get food and supplies so that hopefully her
genius twin can figure out where everyone has been taken. The
two give people hope by masquerading as “bird one,” a hero who
fights against the aliens. When Sam and Wyatt turn sixteen, it’s
time for them to be taken away by the aliens. After finding a group
of people that may be able to help them, they finally get a clue
that may lead to their parents. . .or to a trap. Sam is captured and
so it’s up to Wyatt to be “bird one,” the last hope for Earth.
The story and illustrations really complement each other in this
story. Whenever there is a flashback, the illustrations have all
been tinted blue, which creates a nice indication of where and
when the past starts and the current story begins. The characters
also have their own little quirks that are portrayed nicely through
each illustration. Sam is spunky and adventurous while her
twin, Wyatt, is the technology genius and more reserved. The
characters really grow, and the plot is action-packed enough to be
quite entertaining. There are even subplots about a mysterious
disease circulating among the aliens and how they treat one
another that adds another dimension to the story. Jason Walz
does a good job of grabbing the reader and pulling them into the
plot, leaving them desperate to read the sequel.
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